
international relations, their importance should not be exaggerated.

a compelling study of  how objects and discourses about past events and people are being 

and Road. Covering a panoramic scope of  issues, Geocultural Power
introductory overview and scholarly reading. As China’s economy continues to grow and the 

Hangzhou Normal University, China

Ossetia and Nagorno Karabakh
doi: 10.22679/avs.2022.7.1.011

and then during the 2020 Nagorno Karabakh War. Numerous observers have explained the 

studies have given priority to the effects of  the creation of  autonomies in the region and 
their status. In a similar vein, in  in the Caucasus

research, mainly through Russian and partly Armenian sources, the author elaborates on the 
underlying motives and the process of  the establishment of  autonomous political entities 
and institutions in the Caucasus and the effects of  these mechanisms on both past and recent 

towards the Caucasus from the beginning of  the nineteenth century to 1918. The author 
asserts that dissimilar to the Ottoman and Iranian empires, Russian rule aimed at the political, 
social, and identity transformation of  the region by imposing its power via transferring and 
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delve into the developments in the area and reactions from the newly established Caucasian 

resolution, the outcomes of  the confrontations with local elites, and the realities on the 

The second chapter of  the book coherently argues that the contradictions of  Abkhazia’s 

Kavburo decision of  July 4, 1921, which preserved Azerbaijani rule over Karabakh due to 

which bolstered the linguistic liberation and cultural empowerment of  ethnic groups from 

for decades. Combined with the experience of  autonomous administrative institutions, 
cultural development, discourse, and historical narratives evolved into the main pillars of  the 

The concluding chapter provides an integrative combination of  the arguments laid 

populating the region. 
Overall, 

the historiography of  the Caucasus and peace studies as the book provides an insightful 
and relatively nascent analysis by drawing on the history of  the autonomous regions of  
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to interrelate them by offering extensive research mainly through Russian and Armenian 

another feature that allows the reader to follow the text and clearly conveys the author’s 
narrative and the context. However, it should be noted that the numerous grammatical and 
spelling errors that run throughout the book bear the risk of  distracting the readers. All 
in all,  is a valuable resource not only for political 
and historical studies researchers but also for those interested in seeking alternative ways of  
reading and understanding the history of  the Caucasus.            

Christ Came Forth from India: Georgian Astrological Texts of  the 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries
doi: 10.22679/avs.2022.7.1.012 

The Caucasus is often overlooked by scholars engaged in tracing the dissemination of  ancient 

Caucasus as a crossroads for the texts and traditions of  many different civilizations, from 

Balavariani Bilauhar u Buddsaf, which was 
itself  a translation of  a Pahlavi text that gathered together legends relating to the life of  

2

his translation in 1966. In the magisterial study that is the subject of  this review, Timothy Paul 

2 , translated from the Old 

Book Reviews 159


